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Synopsis

Who was Paul; what did he do, what did he write? Walter F. Taylor Jr. sets out to bring together a
wealth of contemporary perspectives in a clear and accessible synthesis, bringing to bear on his
subject the best of recent social-scientific and cultural-anthropological thinking on Paul. An appendix

presents a clear summary of issues related to Paul’s thought on gender and sexuality.
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Customer Reviews

"Professor Taylor has provided a clearly written and highly informative account of Paul&#39;s life,
his world, and his letters. The presentation is well organized, comprehensive, and insightful, making
the apostle and his work accessible to the reader. The book can be recommended highly for
students and others who want a reliable guide to one of the most important figures and collections
of New Testament writings at the dawn of Christian origins." --Arland J. Hultgren; Luther Seminary,
Saint Paul, Minnesota"This extremely well-written study combines an effective exposition of Paul’s
identity with an effective exposition of Paul&#39;s seven undisputed letters. Professor Taylor is
remarkably sensitive to the Roman imperial context of Paul&#39;s ministry and the impact of
Paul&#39;s Roman chains upon his letters to the Philippians and to Philemon." --Richard J.

Cassidy, Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Detroit, Michigan

Who was Paul? What did he do? What did he write? Walter F. Taylor sets out to bring together a



wealth of contemporary perspectives in a clear and accessible synthesis, bringing to bear on his
subject the best of recent social-scientific and cultural-anthropological thinking on Paul. An appendix

presents a clear summary of issues related to Paul’s thought on gender and sexuality.

Great book to acquaint students with the study of Paul and his letters, especially the rhetorical style
and composition of his letters. The last chapter on how Paul has been viewed through the ages and
understood from by a variety of people: Ignatius of Antioch, the Ebionites, Marcion, and Gnostics, is

particularly fascinating.

| was asked to lead a series on Paul in my church and found this book to be a major resource. lts
value is that it distills major scholarly discussions of Paul into clear and concise presentations using

language and format that make the material accessible to general readers.

Clear. Concise. Excellent introduction for the novice biblical student as well as a great review for

pastors.

Great book. Dr. Taylor, who is a wonderful teacher, covers the subject of Paul and his times in great

detail.

Again | would like to thank the folks at Fortress Press for providing a digital review copy of the
volume.Like the title of the book suggests this is an introduction about Paul and his ministry. This
300 plus (Kindle page) book has the novice in mind and does provide an excellent platform.The
author provides a section called "How to Use This Book" which gives the reader an idea of what life
was probably like in the 1st Century.The book has 2 parts, 1st part is Titled: Who was Paul and
What Did He Do? The 2nd is Titled: What Did Paul Write? There’s also a "Suggested Reading"
section to encourage the reader to move forward with their study.The first part of the volume has 5
Chapters complete with pictures and study questions for reflection and discussion. The reader can
expect topics such as, Historical & Political Study, The Books of Acts, How Did Paul Travel, Paul’s
Social Network & How Did Paul Begin CongregationsThe 2nd part has 8 Chapters also is complete
with pictures and study questions for reflection and discussion. In this section the reader can expect
these topics, Reviewing 1 Thessalonians, Galatians, 1&2 Corinthians, Romans, Philippians &

Philemon.I found Dr. Taylor’'s book enjoyable and clear is his teaching. His scholarship is excellent.



Great book about Paul

Taylor presents a wonderful account of the Apostle Paul, his writings, and teachings. Highly

recommended and enjoyable to read. A must have for any biblical scholar or student of The Apostle.

| choose book because it was recommended reading for a class I'm taking. It contains interesting

information about the apostle Paul.
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